Studies of the temporal pole (TP) in schizophrenia patients are not consistent. The aim of this study was to investigate morphometric anomalies of the TP in first-episode schizophrenia patients. Patients did not significantly differ from controls in the TP morphometric variables evaluated. Clinical variables were not significantly related to the TP.
Introduction
The temporal pole (TP), located in the anterior tip of the temporal lobe, is a component of the paralimbic circuit along with the orbitofrontal cortex and the insular cortex (Mesulam and Mufson, 1982) . The TP has been considered to be engaged in various cognitive functions and has been thought to play a role in affectional-sensory integration (Nakamura and Kubota, 1996; Gloor, 1997; Mesulam, 2000) .
Neuroimaging investigations have shown that the pathological process in schizophrenia predominantly affects the fronto-temporolimbic-paralimbic regions (Takahashi et al., 2009) . Nonetheless, neuroimaging studies of the TP in schizophrenia patients have shown inconsistent results. Kasai et al. (2003) , using a region of interest (ROI) approach, reported a significant gray matter volume reduction in the left TP in first-episode schizophrenia patients. Inconsistently, Witthaus et al. (2009) , using voxel-based morphometry methodology, reported a significant reduction in the right TP in first-episode patients, failing to find differences in the left side. Investigations of chronic schizophrenia patients have also shown inconsistencies. Thus, some studies have reported a significant reduction in bilateral TP gray matter volume (Wright et al., 1999; Gur et al., 2000) . On the other hand, in a previous study (Crespo-Facorro et al., 2004) , we failed to find any morphological abnormality in the TP in a sample of males with schizophrenia, although a significant association between TP volume and clinical measures was found. Further studies using large samples and anatomically defined ROIs are needed to clarify these inconsistencies.
We aimed, using an ROI approach, (1) to investigate TP gray matter volume and cortical surface area anomalies in first-episode schizophrenia patients; (2) to investigate whether these morphometric anomalies may significantly influence clinical features of the illness.
Method

Subjects
Patients were drawn from a large prospective longitudinal study on first-episode psychosis (PAFIP) conducted at the University Hospital Marques de Valdecilla, Santander, Spain. It conformed to international standards for research ethics and was approved by the local institutional review board. Only those patients (80) with a DSM-IV diagnosis of schizophrenia 6 months after inclusion entered this study. The diagnoses were confirmed using the Structured Clinical Interview for DSM-IV (SCID-I) (First et al., 2001 
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